ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
This study was conducted 10 days following the Columbine incident. The objective was to survey high school students regarding school violence at a time when they are thinking about it, in order to understand their perception of the causes of violence and factors contributing to it.
METHODS
A survey of high school students from two high schools in the Lexington, A total of 412 students ages 15-17 completed the survey. Percentages were calculated for the different answers.
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RESULTS
Of the 412 students, 208 were females and 204 males. A total of 312 identified themselves as White, 12 Hispanics, 80 African-Americans and 8
Asians. All 412 students were aware of the Columbine incident. 80% of respondents felt sad about the shooting, 16% were disgusted, 13% outraged and 3% indifferent. 90% hated the shooters, 2% liked them, 1% admired them and 6% were indifferent. 90% felt sad about the victims, 9% were sorry about them and 1% were indifferent. 60% of the participants thought the shooters did not act alone. When asked there opinion why did these teens do the shooting, 90% thought they must have had problems with their families, 80% thought the shooters were lonely, 60% thought they wanted attention.
Other answers included: They hated people 40%, they could not make friends 30%, they belonged to a violent hate gang 10% and having guns 2%. All participants (100%) thought that having access to firearms made it possible for the teens to do the shooting. Other factors that made it possible included:
poor school security 90%, help from others 60%, inattention from other students 60% and inattention from teachers 60%.
Responses to general questions relating to violence are shown in table I. possible. Adolescents lack well-developed abstract thinking, therefore they can not appreciably foresee the finality and long-term consequences of their We believe that the responses given by high school students in this study, highlight the facts that family problems, poor communication with families, peers and teachers, lack of friends and most importantly access to firearms are leading factors in the continued rise in school associated violence. Parent education, community-based after school programs and restricting access to firearms are feasible measures in the effort to reduce school-associated violence.
DISCUSSION
